
 Western Hemisphere Celebration 
Research Project 

       

            

Dear Students and Parents, 

 This year in Social Studies we have been learning about the Western Hemisphere. We 
have learned a lot about the Western Hemisphere’s geography, history, governments, economies, 
and cultures.   

Under normal circumstances, the students would do most of this project in school. This 
year, however, it will have to be done at home. This project is OPTIONAL. 

 Below is a more detailed description of the project. Other resources such as 
pictures of sample projects, project outline, and sample reports will also be provided in 
this document. 

1.) Pick a Western Hemisphere country to research. Students are encouraged to pick a 
country that they have a family connection to (i.e.- a parent born in Canada), a country that they 
have traveled to, or a country that they are just really interested in learning more about. Please 
feel free to give your child some advice and suggestions prior to them deciding. 

2.)  Get a project display board (36’’ x 48’’ or other size, tri-fold; any color) at Office Depot, 
Walmart, Target, etc.  If your child is unable to get a tri-fold board, there are other options 
for displaying their project. They could use a large piece of cardboard, a wall in the house, make 
a hanging mobile display, make a slide show on Google Slides or PowerPoint, or any other creative 
display ideas. 

3.) Research. Making the project is the fun part, but good research before and during the 
project will make the final product much better. The two best resources are World Book 
Online and CultureGrams. Both resources can be found on the Clarence Schools web page, 
Ledgeview, Academics, Library Media Center, K-5 Resources. 

4.) Artifacts to display. Your child is encouraged to gather, find, and/or make display 
items/artifacts for his/her project.  For example, if your child has money, pictures, products, 
etc. from his/her country, these things can be displayed on our around their final project. In 
addition, your child should try to print out a flag, map, and 2-5 pictures about things related to 
their country.   



 Lastly, arts/crafts stores like Michaels often have some creative decorations that may relate 
to your child’s presentation. (I once had a student glue tiny Sombreros, Mayan pyramids, and 
tacos along the border of a project display board about Mexico.) 

 

Project Examples: 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 Western Hemisphere Celebration Project Outline 

REQUIRED: 

_____REPORT 

• Option #1: Mini-reports.  Pick 4-6 different topics about your country and write a 
“mini-report” for each.  For example, you could pick geography, sports, food, famous 
people, history, famous places. Each mini-report would need to be 1-2 paragraphs in 
length and contain a HOOK, TOPIC SENTENCE, SUPPORT DETAILS, and CLOSING 
SENTENCE. 
 

• Option #2: Report. Choose one main topic about your country and write a detailed 
report about it. For example, don’t try to write a report all about Canada. Instead, write 
a report about something specific to Canada like hockey. Another example, don’t try to 
write a report all about Jamaica. Instead, write about something specific like Bob Marley. 
Even another example, don’t try to write all about Mexico. Instead, write about the 
Aztecs, who were a big part of Mexico’s history.  There is a report writing/notetaking 
outline later on in this document that you can use to help you plan this kind of report. 
This kind of report needs to be at least 5 paragraphs in length. 
 

• Option #3: Travel Report. Research and write about the highlights of your country 
that would attract tourists to visit. Be creative and persuasive! 
 

_____Fast Facts List/Facts in Brief List 

• Research your country’s basic facts (a.k.a.- “fast fact/facts in brief”) like capital city, 
population, land area, highest point, currency (monetary unit or money), and main 
language and then type and print out a “Fast Facts” list to display on your project. 

_____Flag 

• Print or make your country’s flag.  Also, research your country’s flag and have a caption 
that explains the flag’s colors and/or symbols. Example below: 
 

Mexico Flag Facts 
Mexico's flag is very meaningful to its country. It is made up of three equal stripes with a coat of arms in the 
center. One of the three colors is green. The green is on the left-hand side and represents hope. The second 
color is red. The red is on the right-hand side and it stands for the blood of Mexico's national heroes. The last 
color is the white with the coat of arms in the center. The white stands for peace and unity. The coat of arms 
stands for the Aztec legend. The legend says that the Aztecs built their capital Tenochtitlan where they saw an 
eagle perched on a cactus grasping a snake. The cactus grew on an island in the middle of the lake. Mexico 
adopted the flag in 1821 after they won their independence from Spain.  

 



____Map 

• Print out or make a map of your country. 

____Pictures 

• Print out some pictures that show places, buildings, people, money, food, sports, 
etc. from your country. 

 

Report Examples: 
 

• Mini-Report- 
 

       The Best of the Best 
 
GOALLLLLLLLLLLLL!!! That’s a familiar sound all across Brazil, and Brazilians have been lucky to shout 
that many times over the years. Soccer is Brazil’s most popular sport, but they don’t call it soccer.  
Brazilians call it “futbol.”  Brazil’s national team has won 5 World Cups, which is more than any other 
country.  Besides having the greatest soccer team in the world, Brazil also has the greatest soccer 
player. Pele helped Brazil win 3 World Cups. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Roaring Thunder 

Do you hear that?  Is it thunder?  A jet engine? Actually, it’s something more powerful.  Niagara Falls is an 
amazing natural wonder in North America.  The falls is on the Niagara River and is made up of two falls: the 
American and Canadian.  The Canadian Falls is also called the Horseshoe Falls and is much bigger and stronger 
than the American Falls.  Eighty-five percent of the water flows over the Canadian Falls and it is 2,600 feet 
wide, which is more than double the width of the American Falls. Unfortunately, the Canadian Falls is wearing 
away quickly.  It is eroding about 3 inches to 6 feet year, so if you haven’t seen this awesome natural wonder 
yet, you better see it before it’s gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Report- 

 
CANADIAN HOCKEY LEGENDS 

 
 

Did you know that Canada is home to some of the best hockey players in the world? Mario 
Lemieux, Sidney Crosby, and Wayne Gretzky are some of the best Canadian hockey players to ever 
play the game.  

Mario Lemieux was one of the best Canadian hockey players. He was born on October 5, 1965 in 
Montreal, Quebec. He quit school at the age 16 to play in the Junior League. When he played in the 
NHL for Pittsburgh Penguins, he won two Stanley Cups. A few years later, he got lymphoma cancer. 
He retired in 1997, but returned to play with Pittsburgh in 2000. Lemieux retired in 2006 for good as a 
player, but then became one of the owners of the Penguins. Mario Lemieux is one tough Canadian! 

Sidney Crosby is the best active hockey player at this moment. He was born on August 7, 1987 in 
Cole Harbor, Nova Scotia. He was drafted to the NHL in 2005 and he was only 18 years old at that 
time. Sidney Crosby was so good that he set a record in his rookie year. He was the youngest player 
to reach 100 points in a season. He set another record early in his career by becoming the youngest 
player to reach 200 career points. Crosby missed most of the 2010-2011 season and 2011-2012 
seasons due to concussion syndrome.  

Crosby has won 3 Stanley Cups in his career: 2009, 2016, and 2017. All of Crosby’s Stanley Cups 
have been with the Pittsburgh Penguins.  Crosby has also won Olympic gold medals.  He got the 
game winner in overtime for Team Canada in a 3-2 win over the United States. This was extra special 
because these Olympics were in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  His other gold medal was at 
the 2014 Olympics in Russia. What another strong Canadian! 

Now for the great one, Wayne Gretzky. Gretzky was the greatest player to ever play the game of 
hockey.  He was born on January 26 in Brantford, Ontario. He came to the NHL at 19 years old. In his 
20 year career, he got 2,857 points (894 goals/1,983 assists). This is also an NHL record. Gretzky 
was also the first person to get 200 career points in one season. Gretzky also got 215 points in 
another season and set a record for that. Besides individual greatness, he also won 4 Stanley Cups 
with the Edmonton Oilers. It is no surprise that his nickname is the “great one.” 

As you can see, Canada has some of the best hockey players in the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Travel Report- 

The Cayman Islands: Your Paradise is Waiting 
 

 
Do you like vacations? Do you like flour soft sand tickling your feet? If you’re the calm 

type, or the thrill seeker, the Cayman Islands are the perfect place for you. They have mile 
deep trenches, 7 mile beaches, sea turtles, shipwreck tours, bluffs, caves, and even scuba diving. 
Their beautiful National tree is the Silver thatch palm. Their even prettier national flower is 
the banana orchid. What are you waiting for. Pack your bags and come to the Cayman Islands! 
 

Did you know that scuba diving is the most popular attraction in the Cayman Islands? 
There are so many places to go scuba diving. If you like deep dives there are three places you 
must go: The North Wall in the Grand Cayman, Captain Keith Tibbetts in Cayman Brac, and 
Bloody Bay Wall in Little Cayman. The North Wall is 6,000 ft. deep! That's more than one mile. 
The Captain Keith Tibbetts is only 330 ft. deep, but at least you get to see an old ship wreck. 
The Bloody Bay Wall is 22,000 ft. deep! That's over 4 miles!  Not too many divers venture there. 
Would you?  

There are a lot more shallow dives than deep dives, but it's all fun. For shallow dives, 
there are Devil's Grotto and Eden Rock. These places are a shore dives. Stingray City is another 
shore dive, and that’s right, you get to scuba dive with stingrays. Other shallow dive locations 
include Bloody Bay East, Bloody Bay West, and Three Fathom Wall. The most visited place to 
scuba dive is the Grand Cayman. Little Cayman is known for dives that allow you to swim 
throughs and over drop offs. Cayman Brac has the best diving sites but is not most visited. 
There is diving for all levels at Cayman Brac. Diving is a fun and exciting activity that everyone 
should try, so come on down to Cayman Islands to get your fill. 
 

What is a pirate's favorite letter? Arrrrrr. Who knew that pirates went to the Cayman 
Islands. The infamous Blackbeard even went to the Grand Cayman. There is a giant replica of his 
ship, the Jolly Roger, located on the island.  You can also go dive and look at shipwrecks. There is 
not much known about the pirates’ history on the Cayman Island, but what is known, is that 
there are awesome shipwrecks and activities you can see and explore involving pirates. 
 

Doesn’t everyone love beaches? If you love the sand in between your toes, a tropical 
smoothie in your hand, and the sun beating on your back, come on down to the seven mile beach 
in Grand Cayman! This luxurious beach has a corner locked away for everyone. It is even on the 
”Top Ten Beaches in the World” list. The powder white, flour soft, moist sand on this little slice 
of heaven makes you feel like you are walking on air. There are casuarinas trees and coconut 
palm trees to make a shady place for when you start feeling crisp from the sun. You can have 
your feet in the crystal clear waters as you relax. 
 

Turtle crossing! Yes, there are turtle crossing signs in the Cayman Islands. Actually, 
there are turtles everywhere in the Cayman Islands. Walking on the roads, sitting on the beach, 
and even in front yards of houses, there are many places to go see these cool creatures. My 



personal favorite place to see turtles is the Cayman Turtle Centre. (“Center,” if you use the 
American English spelling.) There are many things to do at the Turtle Centre. You can hold 
turtles, touch tanks and see them in wading pools. Also, there are many tropical birds and fish at 
the centre. You can even go snorkeling with the tropical fish. These turtles and other animals 
are an amazing sights to see. On your trip, don't forget to come see these awesome animals! 
 

Last, but certainly not least, there are awesome caves and bluffs to explore. If you are 
wondering, a bluff is a broad rounded cliff. One of the best places to explore is the Cayman 
Crystal Caves. There are colonies of bats, stalactites, stalagmites, and crystal clear lakes that 
hold rainwater. You can get a 90 minute tour through these extraordinary caves. There is also 
skull caves that are said to hold hidden pirate treasure. Cayman Brac has many limestone bluffs. 
There are over 100 different climbing routes that are for all different levels. 
  
 So, are you ready to travel to the Cayman Islands now? There is so much to do.  Now that 
you know more about this amazing British Overseas Territory, head on down to these awesome 
islands. Don´t forget to bring sunscreen!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report Writing/Notetaking Outline for Report Option #2 

 

 
Topic (This will become your topic sentence.) 

Details that Support Topic: 

Examples that Support Details and Topic: 


